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SUBJECT: GVN-GRK OIL DRILLING DISPUTE 

REF: SINGAPORE 3736; PHNOM PENH 12306 

1. STRAITS TIMES CARRIED REPORT ON SEPT 14 FROM UNIDENTIFIED 
SOURCE THAT THE GLOMAR FOUR QUOTE STARTED MOVING 
NORTH FROM THE DISPUTED AREA IN THE GULF OF THAILAND AT 
ABOUT 4 PM YESTERDAY UNQUOTE. SOURCE INDICATED THAT THE 
RIG WOULD QUOTE POSITION ITSELF AT A POINT 60 TO 70 

MILES AWAY IN A NON-DISPUTED AREA PENDING FURTHER INSTRUC- 
TIONS FROM ELF UNQUOTE. THE REPORT SAID THAT SPECIAL ARRANGE- 
MENTS WERE BEING MADE BY ELF TO FLY THE CREW, SIX OF 
WHOM ARE SINGAPOREANS, BY ROTATION TO SINGAPORE. 

2. ANOTHER SOURCE USED IN SAME REPORT, IDENTIFIED SIMPLY 
AS QUOTE FRENCH SOURCES UNQUOTE, SAID QUOTE THE CON- 
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OF THE RIG'S CREW UNQUOTE. THE STORY IS CONSTRUCTED IN 
SUCH A WAY THAT THE FOLLOWING WOULD ALSO SEEM TO BE 
FROM FRENCH SOURCES. QUOTE THE DECISION TO MOVE THE RIG 
WAS TAKEN AROUND NOON BY REPRESENTATIVES 
OF ELF AND GLOBAL MARINE.. .WHO WERE ON THE SPOT 
UNQUOTE. 

3. EMBASSY UNABLE CONTACT GLOBAL MARINE SEPT 13. 

GLOBAL MARINE EXECUTIVE SEPT 14 IN DISCUSSION 
WITH EMBOFF CONFIRMED ABOVE NEWS STORY AND STATED 
RIG IS NOW ON NEW LOCATION DESCRIBED AS 
LATITUDE 10 DEGREES 15 MINUTES 54 SECONDS 
NORTH, LONGITUDE 102 DEGREES 28 MINUTES 13.21 SECONDS 
EAST. GLOBAL CONSIDERS THE OLD WELL TO BE COMPLETED 
AND PROBABLY WILL NOT RETURN FOR ADDITIONAL 
DRILLING EVEN IF POSSIBLE AT SOME LATER DATE. 
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